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Mission Statement

Desert Academy is dedicated to academic and persond excellence. We provide aqudity
college preparatory educationin adiverse school community, which values individudity
and character, promotes self-confidence, andfogers globd undestanding.

Educational Philosophy Statement

Desert Academy@® emphasis on the conaurrent study of humenities, science,

mathematics, physca eduction, and thearts provides continuity of scholarship and
cultivates critical thinking skills. Throughexperiential learning, discussion, investigation,
indgpendent research, and writing across the curriculum, students gan competence tha
will sugain alifetime of learning. Students are encouraged to acknowledgether
responsbility to themselves, thar classmates, and theglobd community. Learning at
Desert is notameansto an end, butrather, abridge to further engagement with theworld
at large and as aresult, a more meaningful, thoudtful life.

Diversity Statement

Desert Academy at Santa Fe is a diverse community with a conviction tha successful
education developsbasic human values such as respect and integrity. Our curriculum,
advisory program, and school activities foger tolerance for differences in, but not limited
to, genda, race, ethnicity, sodo-econonic groupand sexud orientation. We affirm tha
varying perspectives enrich thelife of our school community and theworld aroundus



Middle Years Programme Overview: Grades7-10

Thelnternaiond Baccalaureate Middle Y ears Programme (MY P) at Desert Academy is
designed to hdp students develop the knowledge undestanding, attitudes and skills
necessary to participae actively and responsbly in a changing world.

Early pubety and mid-adolescence is a paticularly critical phase of persond and
intellectud development and requires a programme tha hd psstudents participae
actively and responsbly in achanging and increasingly interrelated world. Learning how
to learn and how to evaluae information critically is asimportant as learning facts.

ThelB Middle Y ears Programme at Desert Academy provides aframework of academic
chdlengetha encourages students to embrace and undestand the connectionsbeween
traditiond subjects and thereal world, andto become critical and reflective thinkers.

All studentsin grades 7-10 paticipae in thefull Middle Y ears Programme.
The Programme

¥ Enoouragesinternaiond-mindednessin IB students, starting with afoundaionin
thar own languaye and culture.

¥ Encourages a postive attitudeto learning by chdlenging students to solve
problems, show creativity and resourcefulness, and participate actively in thar
communities.

¥ Reflectsred life by providing aframework that allows students to see the
connectionsamong the subjects themselves, and between the subjects and real
iSsues.

¥ Suppotsthedevelopment of communication skills to encourageinquiry,
undestanding, languaye acquisition, and to allow student reflection and
expression.

¥ Emphasizes, throughthelearner profile, thedevelopment of thewhole studentb
physcally, intellectudly, emotiondly and ethically.

For moreinformation, contact Karen Lindeen, IB Middle Y ears Programme
Coordinator: klindeen@desertacademy.org




TheMYP curriculumisillugrated by an octagonwith eight academic areas or subject

groupssurrounding the five areas of interaction. The persond project appears at the
centre.

Language A

Language B Humanities

2
T -
) ~

: = l
2

H % Techmology

-

[} 3 |
‘ H
\ <

) A J

° J

&

Physical

ecucCaton

o/ a‘-‘L\
0L o\
P""‘.\nq . ﬁJ“h-
Mathematics

oo

Arts

Theemphasisis onthefluidity of the curricular framework and theinterrelatedness of the
subjects. Aspects of the areas of interaction are addressed naurally throughthedistina
disciplines. In paticular, theframework isflexible enoughto allow a schoolto indude

other subjects not determined by thelB butwhich may berequired by state or naiond
authorities.

Theoverdl philosophy of the programme is expressed throughthree fundamental
conaepts tha suppot and strengthen all areas of the curriculum. These conaepts are based

on:
¥ intercultural awareness

¥ holistic learning

¥ communication.



The Areasof Interaction

TheMYP curriculumis designed aroundthe areas of interaction. Thefive areas of
interaction are:

5.

. approachesto learning

. community and service

1
2
3.
4

human ingenuity

. environments

health and sodal education.

These providethemain focusfor developing the connectionsbetween the disciplines, so
tha students will learn to see knowledgeas an interrelated, coheent whole.

More particularly, thefive areasof interaction:

¥

¥

are embedded in the subjects and developed naturally throughthem

provide both an organization and an extengon of learning within and across the
subjects, throughthe exploration of real-life issues

ingpire specia activities and interdisciplinary projects

form pat of theframework for student inquiry and take investigaive learning
further than subject boundaies

are avehicle for refining conaeptud undestanding throughdifferent perspectives

guidereflection and lead from knowledgeto thoudhtful action.



Areasof Study:

LanguageA: English

Studentsin Desert Academy@ MY P Engdlish program experience the major genres of
literature as readers, writers, and sometimes peformersin an effort to encouragethear
undestanding of thegamut of literary tradition. In addition, students are introduced to the
conaept of a QextOasiit relates to visud and object based communication. Thewriting
process, including outlining, drafting, and revision, is given precedence over afind
produd; thereby defining writing as amodeof thought Emphasisis placed onusngthe
conventionsand vocabulary of English usage and grammar to articulate onés meaning.
Mog importantly, we hopetha students leave Middle School loving to read, confident in
thar ability to write, and stimulated by passionae and respectful classroomdiscussion.
Required Courses

Class Seven English: Coming of Age

Class Eight English: An Inwvestigationinto Human Nature

Class Nine English: Cultural Building Blodks

Class Ten English: Thelndividud andSocety

Humanities

Desert Academy@ Humanities program is designed to introduc students to a broad
survey of theimportant aspects of a study of humanity. Beginning in Class Seven,
students consder World Geography with an emphasis on theway geography affects a
sodety's culture and cugoms. As a part of this course, they study New Mexico History,
Geography, and culture. TheClass Eight Soda Studies curriculumfocuses on
American culture. Students study Civics, asking the question, QVha isit to bean
American Citizen20Eighth grade students also have the oppotunity for cultural studyin
the Core Knowledgecoursg, investigaing the myriad of historical and contemporary
elements tha make up the American culture.

Required Courses

Class Seven World GeographyNew Mexico History

Class Eight Civics and Cultural Core Knowledge

ClassNine USHistory |

Class Ten: USHistory Il

LanguageB: Spanish, French or Chinese

At Desert Academy, languayeis aframework that facilitates access to culture. Learninga
foreign languayeis more than verb conjugaion and sentence congruction; it isatool to
explore theart, culture, and modeof thinking of the people whos languayeis studied.
Consquently, we view the oppotunity to learn aforeign languayenotonly as away to
communicate, but more broadly, as away to see thingsfrom anothe point of view.

Required Courses
Spansh, French or Chinese |, I, 111, IV



M athematics

Desert Academy@® mathematics program emphasi zes devel oping reason and problem-
solving skills tha will beapplied throughouta student@ lifetime. The math department
strives to reach this god by providing avariety of critical thinking activities, interactive
investigaions and classroomlessonstha motivate and chdlengeeach student according
to hig’her individud needs

Middle school marks the beginning of formal study of abgract mathematics. Pre-Algebra,
in paticular, isfundanental and success therein provides afoundadionfor future progress
in mathematical studies. Themath curriculum aims to enrich each student® knowedge
and undestanding of mathematical conaepts, encourage students to investigae paterns
foundwithin sets of numbers, improve each student@ ability to communicate
mathematical ideas, and to teach students to reflect on a variety of problem solving
strategies.

Required Courses

Pre-Algebra

Algebra |

Geometry

Algebrall

Pre-Diploma Programme Mathematics (for those ssudents who begin with Algebra | or
beyondin thar seventh gradeyear)

Science

Desert Academy@ science program is an effective student-centered science program,
which indudes an approach to learning that engages the students physcally and mentally
in an inquiry-based handson program. The ultimate god of the science program isto
develop science literacy in all students. Thisis accomplished by providing students with
oppotunities to expand, enhance, and modify theways in which they view the world.
Students are empowered to express and share points of view, solve problems, and make
decisionsbased on evidence. An environment which encourages studentsGthinking,
honesty, curiodty, and questioningis provided to produce students who are lifelong
learners, and literate in the world aroundthem.

Our science program allows for the acquisition of knowledgeand utilization of the
scientific processes appropriate to thelevel of thestudent. The students are encouraged to
Qhink scientificallyOand QylobdlyOas they discover science. Our curriculumis built
aroundhandson and mindsonindruction. Thisinstruction motivates and empowers our
students to ddve further into ther own questionsabouttheworld aroundthem. Asa
human endeavor, science seeks to provide an explanaion of the phenomenaoccurringin
thenaural world. In order to attain this, ssudents mug betrained in two areas: scientific
inquiry and scientific knowedge Our curriculum lendsto both of these components
throughoutour studentsOscience education. If students are unable to ask questionsand
find solutions they are at adisadvantagein our world. We strive to ingire scientific,
informed, and science literate citizensin our globd community.

Oneway in which Middle School Science engages students in thinking like scientists,
solving local problems and hed ping the community is throughthe 7th gradeLife Science
course. In this course, students learn and undestand concepts in Life Science throughthe
eyes of the Santa Fe and Rio Granderiver systems. In collaboration with New Mexco
Fish and Game and Riversource@ Watershed Watch program, our students study a site on



the Santa Fe River throughoutthe year. The students collect daa on several parameters,
analyze thedata and submit thedata to an on-linedaabase for the community to access.
Students ask questionsaboutthe area, and throughcollecting daathey are able to find an
answer. In addition, the 7th grade history course teaches history and geography through
the eyes of the New Mexico river systems simultaneoudy. In thisway, connections
between history and science are made evident to the students.

Required Courses
Life Saence 7
Earth Saence 8
Physics 9
Chemistry 10

Technology

Technology at Desert Academy is essentially concerned with solving problemsin an
effort to stimulate studentsO ngenuity and to encourage them to combineintellectud
talents and practical skills.

Each technology course provides abdance between three key areas. systems,
information, and materials.

In particular, students are encouraged to display ingenuity and creativity in devising
practical solutionsto given tasks. Students use thedesign cycle to:

¥ Investigae
¥ Design

¥ Plan

¥ Create

¥ Evauae

This subject areais valuable for reinforcing and integrating skills learned in other
disciplines, especialy in the presentation and handing of data and the processes involved
in thedesign and manufacture of a produd. At thesame time, it foders awareness of the
sodal and ethical implicationsof technological development.

Required Courses
Design7

Tech 8

Design Tech | andll or
Conputer Tech | andll
Visual Arts

TheDesert Academy Visud Art Department strives to engage studentsin a variety of arts
and creative oppotunities. Students are broughtinto contact with theart forms and
aesthetic values of other cultures, aswell asthar own, and are hdped to develop
perceptionsbetween ideas and art. They are aso encouraged to identify particular
creative abilities and to master techniques appropriate to tha form of expression.



In addition, our visud arts courses;

¥ Organize learning aroundthe creative cycleN a dynamic, ongoing process of
sendng, planning, creating and evaluaing art, and onein which all the senses are
involved.

¥ Enoourage creative energy, communication, interaction, and reflection.

¥ Aim to hep the student become adeveloping artistN onewho is able to assess
higher level of skill and target the areas tha need development.

¥ Seek to acquant youngpeople with the creationsof men and women whose
works have proven to be of enduiing worth.

In middle school, students experiment with materials and ideas tha reflect art history
lessonsto make imitative works. Students begin by examining theroles of art in andent
cultures such as Greece, Rome, Egypt and Native American sodeties.

Students a so practice basic drawing skills and techniques, do a sculpture study and solve
adesign problem. Students practice reflective writing and discuss art issues with other
classmates.

In high school art courses, students engage with avariety of mediaand ideasin design,
drawing, panting, sculpture, phobgraphy, and mixed-media. Theemphasis of the
coursesisonan overview of art disciplines and techniques, reviewing and practicing
condrudive critiquemethods and improving individud expression and visud
communication skills. Students learn aboutexpressing thar ideas and becoming more
aware of wha theviewer isinterpretingin thar work.

Performing Arts

The Performing Arts Department at Desert Academy is dedicated to fogering individud
creative expression in each of our mediums. Our exciting classes in mugc, theater, dance
and film provide students with an oppotunity to grow as artists in each of these
disciplines. Training in each of these areas beginswith thebasics. Buildingastrong
founddioniscritical to motivating the student to explore and do their best work.
Learning the keys and playing smple tunes on the piano kicks off themusc program.
Theater games are used to teach voice projection and being comfortable on stage The
glossary of film and practicing camera shots provide a solid start for youngfilmmakers.

Required CoursesN Class Seven
Sgment 1: Intro to Movement
Sagment 2: Spexch

Sagment 3: Mudc Appreciation
Sgment 4: Art History

Required CoursesN Class Eight

Sagment 1: Art Appreciation and Creation
Sgment 2: Muscal Performance
Sgment 3: Introdudionto Film
Sgment 4: Improvisation and Acting



Elective CoursesN ClassNineand Ten (all fine arts electivesare 1 semester unless
otherwise noted)

High Sdool Art
Painting

Printmaking

Studio Art (full year)
Photography!
Photographyll (full year)
Film Produdion
Muscal Theater

Glee

Acting for the Saeen
Acting for the Stage
Creative Writing Fiction
Creative Writing Poetry

Physical Education

Phydca Education at Desert Academy aimsto hdp students develop physcally,
emotiondly, intellectudly, and sodally. The objective of these coursesisto cultivate a
healthy and active lifestyle for students. It therefore advocates activities tha are notonly
enjoyable but also contribute to hedlthy living. Students are hd ped to develop the motor
skills necessary to enable them to participae successfully in avariety of physcal
activities, andto learn aboutthe nature of physcal fitness. This subject area also servesto
promote intercultural awareness, since physca eductionis areflection of elements of
history, culture, and values. It aso enables students to establish links between different
areas of experience, and provides oppotunities for different forms of self-reflection,
communication, and teamwork.

Required Courses. (all PE coursesare 1 semester)

PE7
PE 8
PEOS
PE 10

Assistance Dogsof the West: (1 semester)

Througheductiond andvocationd programs, Assistance Dogsof the West provides
trained assistance dogsto people with disabilities in order to increase self-reliance and
independence. We teach studentsto train dogsto hdp people. To learn more aboutthe
Assistance Dogsof the West, visit www.ass stancedog®fthewest.org



Diploma Programme Overview: Gradeslland 12

ThelB Diploma Programme is designed as an academically chdlenging and bdanced
programme of education with find examinaionstha prepares students, nommally aged 16
to 19, for success at university and life beyond. The programme is nomally taughtover
two years and has ganed recognition and respect from theworld'sleading universities.

ThelB Diploma Programme involves taking six IB courses in six different curricular
areas, pluscompleting a Theory of Knowledgecourse, a certain number of housin
creativity, action, and service, and completing an Extended Essay. Students choosng to
earn the B Diploma have accessto priority admissionsat top notch colleges and
universities worldwide, as well as the oppotunity to earn college credit hoursfor ther
Diploma Programme courses.

ThelB Diploma Programme gives Desert further tools for implementing its mission and
philosophyin the classroom as well as providing students and faculty accessto a broader
community of learners with whomto share practices, information, and experiences.

In additionto thevarioussuppot systems available to students at Desert Academy, the
Diploma Programme Coordinator is the primary contact for students pursuing thefull
Diploma. The Coordinaor acts as advisor for Diploma Candidates, answvers al Diploma
Programme related questions communicates directly with thelB offices on behdf of
parents and students, coordinaes internd and externd assessments with the IBO, and
oversees student progress throughthe Programme.

For more information, contact 1sabelle Thiebaut, IB Diploma Programme
Coordinator: ithhiebaut@desertacademy.org



The Diploma Programme curriculumis modded by a hexagonwith six academic areas
surrounding the three core requirements.

/ Language Al

Second
Language

Individuals

'
/ and socleties  \

Mathematics
and computer /
sience

\
\ Experimental
sciences

/

The arts

Over the course of thetwo-year programme, students:
¥ study six subjects chosen from the six subject groups
¥ complete an extended essay
¥ follow atheory of knowedgecourse (TOK)
¥ paticipaein creativity, action, service (CAS).
Normally:

¥ three of thesix subjects are studied at highe level (courses representing 240
teaching hours)

¥ theremaining three subjects are studied at standad level (courses representing
150teaching hours).



Group 1N Primary Language(A1)

Languaye Al isthestudy of literature in a student@ first languaye, induding the study of
selectionsof world literature. Therangeof texts studied in language A1 coursesis broad,
and students grow to appreciate alanguaye@ complexity, wealth and subtietiesin a
variety of contexts. A specific amisto engendea alifelonginterest in literature and a
lovefor the elegance and richness of human expression.

English HL

TheJunior Year of IB Engish focuses on Spanish languaye works from South
Americaandindudepieces from Borges, Marquez, Allende and Esquivel. This
unit addresses podcolonial issues, with a specific emphasis on therelationship
between the body politic and theindividud body. Also, two novds (onein English,
onein trandation) and amemoir (English) areinduded. Each of these exploresthe
convagencesdivergences between fictiond and autobiographical articulationsof
memory.

The Senior Year of IB English indudes a survey of 19th century English literature
and agenrefocusondrama. Authors studied indude Dickens, Conrad, Oscar
Wilde, Shakespeare, Tom Stoppad, Tennessee Williams, and Athol Fugad. The
historical context from which theworks emerged is also covered.

Group 2N Second L anguage (B)

Theam of Group2 subjectsisto promote an undestanding of another culture through
the study of a secondlanguage Themain emphasis of the moden languaye coursesis on
languae acquisition and use in arangeof contexts and for different purposes.

Spanish SL (2 year course)

French SL (2 year course)

Chinese ab initio (2 year course)

Group ThreeN Individuals and Sodiety

Group 3 provides for the devel opment of a critical appreciation of human experience and
behavior, thevarieties of physcal, econonic and sodal environments that people inhabit,
and thehistory of sodal and cultura ingitutions

In addition, each subject is designead to foder in students the capecity to identify, to
andyze criticaly and to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments relating to the nature
and activities of individuds and sodeties.

History of EuropeHL

TheJunior Y ear of IB History focuses on theimpact of theDud Revolutions
(French and Indudrial) on Europeand Russia. The emerging states of Italy and
Germany, as well asthedevelopments unde Alexande in Russia are studied based
upontheideological, econonic, military and political reverberationsfrom England



and France.

The Senior Year of IB History beginswith a detailed study of the causes and
outcomes of WWI. Thefalloutof Versaillesis explored throughthe competing
paradigms of theU.S. andtheemergent U.SS.R. A study of WWII setsthe stage
for our close scrutiny of theCold War. Findly, students gain an orientation to the
world they've inheited with a unit on developmentsin the Middle East.

Group FourN Experimental Sciences

Group4 subjects contain a body of knowedgetogether with scientific methodsand
techniques which students are required to learn and apply. In ther application of
scientific methods students develop an ability to andyze, evaluae, and synthesize
scientific information.

A compulsory project encourages students to appreciate the environmental, soda and
ethical implicationsof science. This exerciseis collaborative and interdisciplinary:
students andyze atopic or problem that can beinvestigated in each of thescience
disciplines offered by theschool. It is aso an oppatunity for students to explore
scientific solutionsto globd questions

Biology SL (2 year course)

In this course we study four themes: Thestructure and funaion of the biological
world in all levels of complexity, Theconaept of Universality vs. Diversity fromthe
molecular level to the ecological level, Equilibrium within systems, and Evolution
asit can beregarded as changeleading to diversity within condraints. These
themes unify the varioustopics tha make up the core syllabus Examples of topics
indude(but are notlimited to) Cells, Chemistry of Life, Gendtics, Ecology and
Evolution, and Human Health and Physology with a special emphasis on diet,
nutrition and exercise. Themain textbookstha we use indudeCampbdl's Biology
and Hole's Anaomy and Physology. In Diploma Programme Biology, students
will acquire alimited bodyof facts and at the same time develop a broad, generd
undestanding of the prindples of the subject. Lab activities are required as part of
the class and students are asked to spend time outside of class hours to complete
them.

Phydcs SL(2 year course)

Phydcsisthe study of matter and energy and thar interactionsin theUniverse. The
focus of this course isto provide students with a general survey of the physcal laws
pertaining to classical Newtonian mechanics, wave motion and interference,
electromagndism, quantum mechanics and Eingeinian relativity. Thisis developed more
thoroughly throughthetopics of Physcs and physcal measurement, mechanics,
thermodynamics, waves BDsoundand light, electricity and magneism, nudear and atomic
physcs, astrophyscs and historical references. These topics are developad through
lecture, practice problems, laboratory experiments and the G4 Project interactive project
with theIB Biology students.

Group 5N M athematics and Computer Science

Group 5 subjects serve to accommodéae therangeof needs interests and abilities of
students, and to fulfill the requirements of variousuniversity and career aspirations The



aims of these courses are to enable students to develop mathematical knowledge
conaepts and prindples, develop logical, critical and creative thinking, and employ and
refinethar powers of abgraction and generalization.

Students are a'so encouraged to appreciate theinternationd dimensonsof mathematics
and themultiplicity of its cultural and historical perspectives.

Math MethodsSL (2 year course)

The course covers advanced algebra conaepts (arithmetic & geometric
sequeancesseries, logaithms, exponents,etc.), fundionsand equaions circular
fundionsand trigonoretry, matrices, vectors, statistics, probability, and calculus
In addition, students need to complete four portfolio projects, which cover
mathematical investigaionsand mathematical modding. Theportfolio topics are
introducd by theteacher and require 10 + hours of work outside of the classroom

Math Studies SL (1 year course)

TheMathematical Studies course has a handson and exploratory naure, andis
intended for students who do not anticipae needing mathematics in ther studiesin
college Thecourse covers arangeof topics, from sets to statistics to trigononetry,
andis organized so that students will get the maximum amountof useful knowledge
withoutmuch of its more abdract undepinnings

Group 6N TheArts

Thesubjectsin group6 alow a high degree of adaptability to different cultural contexts.
Theemphasisis on creativity in thecontext of disciplined, practical research into
relevant genres. Throughstudio work and more traditiond academic study, students
gan indghtinto both the practice and the history of the paticular mediumtha they are
workingin.

The assessment of these subjects reflects an eclectic attempt to combine contrasting
aesthetics and forms of assessment from aroundthe world. In paticular, thereisno
indication of awestern-oriented bias.

Visud ArtsHL

Throughtheongong use of aresearch workbook,students will continudly reflect
onther development as artists as well as explore and experiment with a variety of
materials and ideas. Students will engagein acritical inquiry and examination of art
fromvariouscultures tha will lay thefounddion for an undestanding and
appreciation of art from amulticultural perspective. Workingin selected media,
studio work will emerge as aresult of thoughtul exploration of self, community
andthegreater world at large The studio disciplineswill indudeVocabulary and
Media Introdudion, Artist Biography Studies, Stylistic Explorations Subject Matter
Studies, Creative and Technical Development, Cultural Studies and Art Andysis.

Theater ArtsHL

ThelB Theetre program at Desert Academy seeks to develop thestre practitionas
who are well versed in all aspects of theatre induding history, writing, produdion
and performance. This course of study promotes both individud and team work as
the participants gain an undestanding of self and learn to express thar creative
ideas with confidence. Students explore and research significant periodsin theatre



history from Egypt, Greece and Rome, to Shakespeare and Moliere, to Becket and
OQNeil. A naural outgrowth of these studies is critical andysis of plays and
performances fromthese peiods Students also develop ther own thestre pieces
representing certain styles or historical periods

Thesatreis, by its nature, an internaiond art form. Therich cultura heitage of our
own community, with itsroots in Native American, Mexican and Spanish culture, is
used to enhance the course and ensure tha thisis aglobd experience. This course
provides afounddion for the participants to determinether own voice in the
theatre. Studentslearn tha playwrights and actors and al who work with them,
have aresponsbility to express theideas and concernsof thar times, tha theatreis
the heart and thevoice of any and al sodeties.

Musc HL

In IB Mudc, studentswill learn to listen to mudc differently than they ever have before
throughpersond perception and theoretical harmonic and melodic structure. Students
will learn to andyze and interpret musc utilizing the skillsthey gain throughlistening
and learning abouta piece's muscal character. Combining thelistening and andytical
skills, students will then create thar own muscal compostion. Thiswill culminaein a
solo or group performance of thar musc or an examinaion throughpresentation of thar
study of mugcal cultures and previoudy written compostions

IB Mudc students will learn aboutmusdcal structure, fundion and expressive character
and mudgcal elements. melody, hamony, rhythm, texture, toneand color. IB Musc
students will unde'stand muscal terminology and notation. 1B Musc students will study
historical and cultural contexts.

IB Mudc students will learn to explore and investigate mudgcal styles and genres. IB
Musdc students will andyze and interpret contrasting muscal cultures and compostions
IB Mudc students will integrate muscals skills and knowledgeacquired during the
course of study to create their own mudca composition based onther exploration and
investigaion of musca styles, cultures, genres and specific pieces of music.

Throughther studyin IB Mudgc students will enjoy lifelongengagement in musc;
become informed, reflective and critical practitioners of musc; undestand the dynamic
and changing naure of musc; explore and valuethediversity of musc across time, place
and cultures; express musca ideas with confidence and competence; and develop
perceptud and andytical skillsin musc.



The Core of the Hexagon

Thethree elements at the core of the hexagon provide oppotunities for studentsto
explore and express thar individud voicesin avariety of settings They also providea
hubfor interdisciplinary exploration and reflection on the ways that each element of the
Diploma Programme interacts with and speaks to the others.

THEORY OF KNOWL EDGE

The Theory of Knowledgecourse is oneof thecentra elements of the Diploma
Programme. The course encourages critical thinking aboutknowedgeitself. At itscore
are questionslike these: "Wha counts as knowledge? How does it grow? Wha are its
l[imits? Who ownsknowledge? What are theimplicationsof having, or not having,
knowledge? How dol knowwhat | know?' Thecourse, which is taken the second
semester of the student'sjunior year and thefirst semester of the senior year, is divided
into two sections Ways of Knowing and Areas of Knowedge

EXTENDED ESSAY

The Extended Essay is arequirement for thelB Diploma. It isa4,000 word research
pape onatopic of each student@ choosng. Theessay topic mug fall within one of the
following IB approved subjects.

Biology

Busness and management
Chemistry

Computer science

Dance

Design technology
Economics

Environmental systems and
sodeties

Film

Geography

History

Human rights
Informationtechnologyina
globd sodety
Mathematics

Musgc

Peace and conflict studies
Philosophy

Phydcs

Politics

Psychology

Sodal and cultural
anthropology

Theetre



Visud arts
World religions

Students may also write thar Extended Essay based on theliterature of thear first
languaye, or onthelanguaye, culture and sodety, and/or literature of countiesin which
thar secondlanguayeis spoken (EE mug bewritten in the secondlanguagefor this
option).

The Extended Essay is intendad to promote high-level research and writing skills,
intellectud discovery and creativity. It provides students with an oppotunity to engagein
persond research in atopic of their own choice, under the guidance of a supavisor (a
teacher in the school). Thisleadsto amajor piece of formally presented, structured
writing, in which ideas and findingsare communicated in areasoned and cohaent
manne, appropriate to the subject chosen.

While students are not required to write their Extended Essay in a subject that they are
currently taking, it is strongly recommended tha students have high-level classroom
expeiencein thesubject. Themodd for the Extended Essay is an academic joumd
article in thedisciplinebeng studied, and as such, students mug be careful to write usng
the specialized language, methodobgy, structure, and style of ther selected discipline
According to severa former IB examiners, the majority of unsuccessful Extended Essays
are unauccessful because they have been miscategorized, which illugrates jug how
important the choice of subject is. It isaso important for students to recognize tha the
term QesearchOmeans something entirely different from onesubject to another. In
History, for indance, it generaly refers to the collection and exploration of primary and
seconday resources, whereas in the Experimental Sciences and Psychology, it generaly
meansthe design and execution of an experiment with accompanying daa collection and
andysis.

Students are expected to spend approximately 40 hours on theresearch for and writing of
the Extended Essay. Extended Essay Supevisors are expected to spend no more than 3
to 5 hours advising students on thar pgpers. Supavisorswill give broad feedback and
direction in the research and writing of the pgper, but WILL NOT edit or Qed penGthe

papers.

Candidaes will begin writingther Extended Essay in thewinter of thar Junior year.
Progress of the extended essay will be monitored throughthe Theory of Knowledge
course and their individud Extended Essay Supeavisors.

CAS

CASisanintegral pottion of thelB Diploma Program. Thegod of CASisfor students
to gan meaningful life experiences alongsdethar academic program by participaingin
creative, active, and service oriented activities. The activities chosen by students should
be pumposful aswell asapeasond chdlenge Possible CAS activitiesindude butare
not limited to, musc lessons dance classes, joining a sports team, rock climbing,
volunteering at alocal elementary school.

Thethree facets of the CAS component can bedefined as follows:



Cresativity: artsand other experiences tha involve creative thinking.

Action: physcal exertion contributing to ahealthy lifestyle or complementing
academic work elsewhere in the Diploma Programme.

Service: unpad and voluntary, an exchangetha has alearning bendfit for the
student. Therights, dignity and autonony of all those involved are

respected.

While an activity tha fits oneof the descriptionsabovedoes countas a CAS activity, the
best CAS activities combineal theelements of CAS. Students should try, for example,
to think of waysto incorporate creativity into thar service and action or serviceinto the
creative and active elements of thar lives.

Reflectionis another essential element of CAS activities. Reflection beginsbefore the
activity even starts, with students formulating written learning gods for ther activity. It
continues with written reflectionson the experience of each individud activity and how it
relates to other CAS activities aswell asto their academic courses. Reflection givesthe
studentsCectivities a context as well as away to understand theimpeact of thelearning and
service that istaking place throughthem. It isimportant that students seek out new
learning throughthar CAS activities, even if it isthroughan activity tha they have done
al thar lives. Anavid dancer, for example, may counthis or her dance practice or
performance as a CAS activity, but thelearning goals and reflection on this activity
should emphasize wha new learning they took away fromthe practice or peformance.

Students are ultimately responsble for generating thar own CAS activities, but they have
access to our CAS coordinator, Stephanie Binkley, who can hdp braingorm
oppotunities with the students, and direct them toward community resources. Desert
students have initiated and participated in an ever-growing list of CAS activities both
locally and internationdly, induding an interdisciplinary project working with the United
Way, after-school tutoring at AguaFria Elementary School, volunteering with Habitat for
Humanity, putting on art exhibitionswith the SITE Santa Fe Y oungCurators program,
working with Assistance Dogsof the West after school and during the summer, and
organizing a schoolwide ongong relationship with an internationd service organization
tha recently resulted in atrip to the Dominican Republic to hdp build schools over
spring break.



L evels of Participation in the Programme

Because the B curriculumis such anaura compliment to and outgrowth of Desert(3
own philosophyand mission, we want to ensure that each student has the oppotunity to
paticipae in the Diploma Programme in oneway or another.

THE FULL DIPLOMA

Full Diploma students are students who have chosen to participate in thefull Diploma
Programme conssting of classes taken in each of six prescribed subject areas as well as
the Theory of Knowedgecourse, completing CA S requirements, and completing the
Extended Essay. Full Diploma students will begiven priority infilling 1B classes.

CERTIFICATES

Certificate students are students who have chosn to take between oneand severa 1B
courses, butnotto paticipaein thefull DiplomaProgramme. At theend of each IB
course, certificate students will take the B exam for a certificate in tha subject areain
addition to thecredit received for taking theclass here at Desert.

Assessment

Students take written examinaionsat the end of the programme, which are marked by
externd |1B examiners. Students also complete assessment tasks in the school, which are
either initially marked by teachers and then modeated by externd modeators or sent
directly to externd examiners.

Thediplomaisawarded to students who gan at least 24 points, subject to certain
minimum levels of performance across thewhole programme and to satisfactory
paticipaion in the creativity, action, service requirement. The highest total tha a
Diploma Programme student can be awarded is 45 points.

For moreinformation on the I B Diploma Programme, please see the Desert
Academy Diploma Programme Guide on our website, or visit www.ibo.org.



