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April 14-16 2010

Out of Town Options:

(All Out of Town options are offered Wednesday, April 14-Sunday, April 18 unless otherwise noted)

Bay Area Blind Babies Foundation Service Learning

The trip to the Bay Area is service oriented and will provide students with the opportunity to participate in the workings the Blind Babies Foundation, a non-profit that has been offering programs and assistance to the families of blind infants for 60 years.  In addition to helping the organization hands-on, the students will attend workshops on blindness, education and services for the disabled, and what it's like to choose a life of service as a career.  Students will also have the opportunity to explore the rich cultural and culinary offerings of San Francisco and the East Bay.  In the afternoons and evenings, we will visit museums (such as the SF MOMA, the Palace of the Legion of Honor, and the newly redesigned Academy of Sciences and DeYoung Museums in Golden Gate Park), attend plays (at theaters like Berkeley Rep and the American Conservatory Theater), eat some of the many diverse cuisines that the Bay Area has to offer, and otherwise explore the San Francisco, Oakland, and Berkeley.

Trip Leader: Colin Pierce

CAS connection: service, creativity

Approximate Cost: $500

Grades: 9-12

San Diego Track Trip 

Members of the Desert Academy Track Team travel to San Diego, California to participate in at least 2 large track meets.  Other activities include a visit to Balboa Park Museums and Disneyland.  

Trip Leader: Terry Passalacqua

CAS connections:  Action

Approximate Cost:  $400 per student

Grades: 7-12

Gila Wilderness Backpacking Trip (Wednesday through Friday)

Spend three glorious days in the Gila Wilderness in Southern New Mexico.  We will experience pristine rivers and mountain lakes, beautiful vistas, and wildlife.  No prior backpacking experience is necessary, but you need to have your own pack and gear.  

Trip Leader:  Jud Osborn

CAS connection: Action

Approximate Cost:  $90 per student

Grades:  9-12

In-Town/Day Trip Options

(All in town options are offered Wednesday, April 14-Friday, April 16 unless otherwise noted)

So You Think You Can Sing?
Yes, you can! But do you understand breath management or how posture affects your voice? Do you understand vocal ranges and registers? Do you know how vowels modify and how consonants are voiced and unvoiced?

If you want to learn the advanced basics of vocal technique in the "classical" sense, here's an interim workshop for you. If you have sung or taken lessons, come to "So You Think You Can Sing?" to learn more about your voice and how it works and what you can do with it. Singers will work from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with a half-hour lunch break at noon. The morning will be devoted to vocal technique and the afternoon will focus on technique through song.

Eight singers will be accepted into the workshop and will learn vocal technique through warm-ups, vocalises, and Italian art song (yes, sung in Italian in the bel canto style). Singers will receive a notebook of materials and songs.

Activity Leader: Catherine Robinson

CAS connection: Creativity

Approximate Cost:  $25 per student

Grades:  7-12

Comedy Improv Workshop
Play theater games and laugh hard for 3 days!  How can this be school??!!  Improvisation will help you trust your first instinct, make you a better listener, encourage positive choices and build your confidence.  Improv intensives like this are hard to come by.  So sign up and come play!

Activity Leader: Randy Bennett

CAS connection: Creativity

Approximate Cost:  $10 per student

Grades:  8-12

Tennis Camp

Desert's Interim Tennis Camp is a great opportunity for players at all levels to get out and improve your tennis game!  Three days of active play with hands on instruction from Rod Mehling. Games and matches, snacks and beverages--who could ask for anything more? All you need is a tennis racquet and the desire to have fun!

Activity Leader:  Rod Mehling 

CAS connection: Action

Approximate Cos: $10 per student

Grades:  7-12

The Geek Way":  A Celebration of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Gaming

Who is Conan? 

What is a "20-sider"? 

Where is the Land of the Lost? 

How does the board game version of the classic '90s FPS Doom work?

These questions and many more will be answered at "The Geek Way," a three-day exploration of the pillars of Geekdom: s-f, fantasy, and gaming.  Whether you are a veteran geek looking to fill some gaps in your core knowledge, a GIT (Geek In Training), or simply "geek-curious," this interim class has something for you.  Activities will include: reading, watching movies, and evading zombies.

Activity Leader: Paul Hedrick

CAS connection: Creativity

Approximate cost: $10 per student

Grades: 8-12

“Allons au Cinema!”  

Spend three days immersed in the world of French Cinema.  French breakfast will be provided each day.  Students will discuss the artistic and literary elements of each film as well as the cultural aspects of each film.  Students will also have the opportunity to imagine their own lives as film.  

Activity Leader:  Isabelle Thiebaut

CAS Connection: Creativity

Approximate Cost:  $15 per student

Grades:  9-12

Georgia O’Keefe Art Tour

Students will have the opportunity to visit the home and studio
of Georgia O'Keefe, Abiqui and the Georgia O'Keefe Museum.   When they see the New Mexico landscape first-hand, they will see it
through O'Keefe eyes, see her interpretation of the landscape, and
understand how the environment influences and impacts ones art.

The field trip also relates to the curriculum study of significant
artists in the context of art history to understand the impact of this
significant American artist.

Following the Field trip to the Abiqui home and studio of O'Keefe
students will spend time exploring other New Mexico art in town and perhaps create their own piece inspired by O’Keefe’s work. 
Activity Leader: Sheila Miles

CAS connection: Creativity

Approximate cost: $40 per person

Grades: 9-12
Fly Fishing Adventure

This trip gives students the opportunity to learn to fly fish!  Spend Wednesday practicing casting on the football field and learning to tie flies.  Thursday we’ll travel to the Pecos river and Friday we’ll travel to the Conejos river.  We’ll learn about fishing, river ecosystems and aquatic entomology, and enjoy being outside.  

Activity Leader:  Jeff Mathis

CAS connection: Action, Creativity

Approximate Cost:  $50 per student

Grades:  7-12

Mind Body Awareness

Students will be physically and mentally engaged in learning a variety of forms of movement.  Activities will include Yoga, Nia (a dance-like movement), and Meditation.  Students will be asked to write reflections.  Students should be prepared to be open-minded, physically challenged and creative.  

Activity Leader: Karen Lindeen

CAS connection:  Action and Creativity

Approximate Cost: $50 per student

Grades: 8-12

